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In the expansive landscape of contemporary literary fiction, Madame 
Curie's Piano Tuner by Steven Barron emerges as a masterful fusion of 
wit, absurdity, and intellectual charm. Barron invites readers on an epic 
journey alongside Raymond Dover, an enigmatic amnesiac and piano 
tuner, as he navigates the peculiarities of Bucksnort, a town steeped in 
suspicion and quirky charm. 
 
Barron's narrative unfolds with a slow grace, as he methodically 
presents carefully crafted vignettes that invite readers to become the 
proverbial fly on the wall in the quaint town of Bucksnort. Through 
these woven scenes, the reader is transported into the intricacies of 
daily life, where time, place, and a cast of eccentric characters 
coalesce in a mesmerizing dance. Whether exploring Mr. Hirem 
Poteat's uncanny precognitive abilities or delving into moments that 
defy temporal norms, Barron's prose masterfully blurs the boundaries 
between past and present, creating a world that fluctuates between the 
whimsical and the enchantingly absurd. 
 
Raymond Dover, the narrator, adds mystery and perspective to the 
narrative as he navigates the eccentricities of Bucksnort with humor 
and keen observation. Barron's writing, laced with wit and dry humor, 
resonates with intellectual prowess, offering readers a delightful 
reading experience. 

While the brilliance of Barron's prose is undeniable, the novel's 
propensity for verbosity may challenge readers seeking a swift 
narrative. The extensive cast of characters, each contributing to the 
town's peculiarities, demands a keen reader's attention. Dover's elusive 
presence in certain scenes adds an air of mystery. 

Within the pages of Madame Curie's Piano Tuner, Barron, on more 
than one occasion, introduces irony that subtly contradicts the 
narrative, showcasing another layer of complexity that is already 
evident in this rich story.  
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This is not a book for those seeking a quick and simple read; rather, it 
is a literary marathon deserving of careful consideration. Barron's 
Madame Curie's Piano Tuner is a standout work in contemporary 
fiction. For those who appreciate a layered narrative that challenges 
conventions and sparks intellectual delight, this novel is a rewarding 
choice. 
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formative years in Southern California. He currently resides in 
Leawood, Kansas, with his wife, Renee, and their two kittens, Hazel 
and Henry. Steven enjoys (in no particular order) books, espresso, 
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Piano Tuner is his first published work. 
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